Welcome to Honolulu, Hawaii and the 30th IEEE/CVF Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition (CVPR). In addition to the main four-day program of presentations, interactive sessions, plenary talks, demos, exhibitions, and social functions, CVPR 2017 has a number of co-located events, including 44 workshops and 20 tutorials. As the fields of computer vision, pattern recognition, machine learning and artificial intelligence continue to break new ground and scale new heights, so does our conference. This year CVPR 2017 received a record 2680 valid submissions to the main conference, of which 2620 were fully reviewed (the others were administratively rejected for technical or ethical reasons or were withdrawn before review).
The number of papers reviewed for CVPR 2017 was 40% larger than the number reviewed for last year's edition of the conference, a growth rate that posed significant organizational challenges.
To select papers for the program from these submissions, we invited 85 researchers to act as Area Chairs (ACs). ACs were selected to provide a broad range of expertise, to balance junior and senior members, and to represent a variety of geographical locations. Additionally, we recruited a record number of experienced reviewers from the broader computer vision and pattern recognition community. The original list of reviewers was augmented with reviewers recommended by the ACs to add expertise for papers where appropriate reviewers were not initially available.
The reviewing process accepted 783 papers (29% of valid submissions). 71 of these were accepted as oral presentations (2.65% of valid submissions) and 144 were accepted as spotlight oral presentations, for a total of 8% of valid submissions with live presentations. Continuing the successful innovation from CVPR 2016, the inclusion of spotlight oral presentations has allowed us to increase the number of works presented from the podium.
All accepted papers will appear in the interactive poster sessions where we hope that lively discussions will ensue. The total number of papers presented at CVPR 2017 is 22% larger than the number presented at last year's edition.
The review process was similar to previous years. Each paper was reviewed by at least three reviewers and considered by at least three ACs before a decision was made. Borderline papers and candidate orals and spotlights were discussed in groups of three nonconflicted ACs with common areas of expertise. Oral and spotlight recommendations were made by panels of ACs after extensive discussion.
The Program Chairs did not submit any papers to CVPR 2017, allowing them to avoid direct conflicts throughout the review process. This year, General Chairs who were allowed to submit papers, did not have any software access to the CMT system beyond that of an author. The double-blind nature of the CVPR review process was maintained throughout.
This year we have expanded the format of the technical program in two important ways. First, there are three parallel oral sessions for the first two days of the conference. While CVPR has grown immensely over the years, it has not increased the number of parallel oral tracks for more than two decades. Expanding from two to three tracks has enabled us to have a higher combined percentage of long and spotlight oral presentations. Second, we have continued the 2016 innovation of four days for the main conference, instead of three, but reduced the third day to a half-day to allow time for relaxation and mental regrouping. In recent post-conference surveys, the community has voted overwhelmingly for a four-day main conference.
Continuing the tradition established in CVPR 2016, we are providing an exciting, "trade-show" like atmosphere to foster maximal visibility and exposure for each onsite exhibitor from promising startups and creative standouts to the biggest industry leaders. Over 110 companies are showcasing their technologies at CVPR 2017 and demonstrating the impact that their hardware and software products are xxix xxix having on a wide range of industries. Many of these companies are sponsoring the conference through a wide range of promotional mechanisms, resulting in a sponsorship funding increase of more than 50% from 2016. The conference would not be possible in its current form without the generosity of our corporate partners and their support is deeply appreciated.
Last but not least, we wish to thank all members of the Organizing Committee, the Area Chairs, reviewers, emergency reviewers and authors for the immense amount of hard work and professionalism that has gone into making CVPR 17 one of the most important venues in Computer Science. Our thanks also go to the organizers of previous CVPRs, many of whom provided helpful advice and guidance. The organizers are particularly indebted to Jana Košecká and René Vidal for patiently answering many questions. Critical aspects of the paper review process were handled using Microsoft's CMT system, the Toronto Paper Matching System and Researcher.cc and we would like to thank everyone who works on those project teams. We are particularly grateful to Laurent Charlin from TPMS and Ari Kobren from Researcher.cc for their role in helping us to handle the increased scale of our conference. Once again Eric Mortensen has done the seemingly impossible in pulling together the many aspects of the publication process and we are very grateful for all of his hard work. We also want to thank Nicole Finn and her staff at C to C Events for the crucial organizational support that allowed us to stage this conference.
Finally, we wish all the attendees a highly stimulating, informative, and enjoyable conference. 
